Behavioural method to detect marginal neurotoxic effects of ivermectin in DA/Orl rats.
Ivermectin (22, 23-dihydroavermectin B 1) in subtoxic doses was administered subcutaneously to young adult DA rats. Prior to treatment the rats had been trained in a visual discrimination learning programme until their response pattern was stable. The behavioural response data were recorded during continued discrimination testing following the Ivermectin injection and compared with those of a control group. The results showed that the Ivermectin injection reduced the total number of lever presses and reinforcement collections. Further the treatment caused an increase in the total number of erroneous responses.